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Executive Summary
The COVID-19 vaccine landscape has changed dramatically since 

NYSAC’s last Coronavirus Vaccine Status Report was issued on 

December 10, 2020. That day, the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA)’s vaccine advisory panel voted to recommend that the FDA 

authorize Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) Approval for the 

Pfizer vaccine. New York’s COVID-19 Clinical Advisory Task Force’s 

subsequently voted unanimously to approve the FDA panel’s 

decision. The FDA’s panel then authorized the Moderna vaccine 

for EUA Approval on December 17, and New York’s task force 

unanimously approved their decision on December 18.

The first New Yorker was vaccinated against COVID-19 on the 

morning of December 14 during a live web stream hosted on 

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s website. The first round of Phase 1 vaccines in New York State was limited to high-

risk hospital workers, nursing home residents, and nursing home staff. The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention also launched a program called the Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term Care Program for COVID-19, 

under which employees of CVS, Walgreens, and other select pharmacies vaccinated residents and staff in nursing 

homes and other long-term care facilities. 

Now, in mid-January, New York State has established a massive vaccine distribution chain comprised of state-

operated Points of Dispensing (PODs), local health department (LHD) PODs, hospitals, Federally Qualified Health 

Centers (FQHCs), pharmacies, and other healthcare providers. There are more than 40 state-operated PODs 

planned, and 5 are operational as of the writing of this report. The State’s ultimate goal is to vaccinate 70-90% 

of the state’s 20 million residents over the course of the next several months. This report provides a status update 

on the mass vaccination effort as of January 14, 2021.

 Timeline  
Week 5 of vaccine distribution in New York State 

began on January 11. The State continues to receive 

an estimated 300,000 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine 

from the federal government each week. At this rate, 

it will take several months to vaccinate all the New 

Yorkers who are currently eligible to receive the shot. 

As of Monday, January 12, New York had received 

roughly 1 million COVID-19 vaccine doses and 

administered roughly 605,000 of those doses. 

The currently approved 
vaccines are a two dose series, 
and one is not considered fully 
vaccinated until 1-2 weeks 
following the second dose.

Vaccinated persons should 
continue to follow all current 
guidance to protect themselves 
and others.
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Eligible Healthcare and High Risk Workers

Individuals age 65+

• Pharmacies 
• Physical network and practice 

group sites 
• State-operated PODs 

If appointment slots are not filled 
by health care workers, they may 
also be vaccinated at: 

• Hospitals 
• FQHCs 
• Urgent Care centers

Essential workers
• State-operated PODs 
• LHD PODs 
• Sites organized by public     

employee groups

Healthcare workers and 
staff/residents of 

long-term care and 
other congregate

 settings

• Hospitals 
• FQHCs 
• Urgent Care centers 
• State-operated PODs

Vaccination Locations

The 1.2 million New Yorkers eligible for COVID-19 

vaccination in previous weeks continue to be eligible:

• Healthcare Workers  

 ◊ High-risk hospital and FQHC staff.

 ◊ Health care or other high-risk essential staff 

who come into contact with residents/

patients working in LTCFs and congregate 

settings overseen by OPWDD, OMH, OCFS 

and OASAS.

 ◊ Staff of urgent care providers. 

 ◊ Staff who administer COVID-19 vaccines. 

 ◊ All Outpatient/Ambulatory front-line, high-

risk health care workers who providing 

direct in-person patient care, or other 

staff with direct contact with patients, 

including individuals who work in private 

medical practices; hospital-affiliated medical 

practices; public health clinics; dental 

practices; dialysis workers; diagnostic and 

treatment centers; occupational therapists; 

physical therapists; speech therapists; 

phlebotomists and blood workers; 

behavioral health workers; midwives and 

doulas; and student health workers.  

 ◊ All front-line, high-risk public health workers 

who have direct contact with patients.  

• Certified NYS EMS providers, including Certified 

First Responders, Emergency Medical Technicians, 

Paramedics, Ambulance Emergency Vehicle 

Operators.  

• County Coroners, Assistants, and Medical 

Examiners.  

• Licensed funeral directors, or owners, operators, 

and employees. 

• Home care workers and aides, hospice workers, 

personal care aides, and consumer-directed 

personal care workers.  

• Staff and residents of nursing homes, skilled 

nursing facilities, and adult care facilities.  
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Beginning this week (1/11/21), additional priority populations are eligible for vaccination. Unless there is a significant 

increase to the number of vaccine doses alloted to NYS, it will take several months to reach New York State’s goal 

of vaccinating 70-90% of the 7 million individuals in the previously eligible and newly eligible groups. The Governor 

is urging patience while eligible groups attempt to book their appointment.

Eligible Seniors and Essential Workers   
• Age 65 and older 

• First Responders, Personnel, and Support Staff  

 ◊ Fire 

 ◦ State Fire Service, including firefighters and 

investigators (professional and volunteer)  

 ◦ Local Fire Service, including fire fighters 

and investigators (professional and 

volunteer)  

 ◊ Police and Investigations 

 ◦ State Police, including Troopers 

 ◦ State Park Police, DEC Police, Forest 

Rangers 

 ◦ SUNY Police 

 ◦ Sheriffs’ Offices 

 ◦ County Police Departments and Police 

Districts 

 ◦ City, Town, and Village Police 

Departments 

 ◦ Transit of other Public Authority Police 

Departments 

 ◦ State Field Investigations, including DMV, 

SCOC, Justice Center, DFS, IG, Tax, OCFS, 

SLA  

 ◊ Public Safety Communications 

 ◦ Emergency Communication and PSAP 

Personnel, including dispatchers and 

technicians 

 ◊ Other Sworn and Civilian Personnel 

 ◦ Court Officers  

 ◦ Other Police or Peace Officers 

 ◦ Support or Civilian Staff for Any of the 

Above Services, Agencies, or Facilities  

• Corrections  

 ◊ State DOCCS Personnel, including correction 

and parole officers 

 ◊  Local Correctional Facilities

 ◊ Local Probation Departments

 ◊ State and Local Juvenile Detention Facilities    

• P-12 Schools  

 ◊ P-12 school or school district faculty and staff  

 ◊ Contractors working in a P-12 school or school 

district (including contracted bus drivers)  

 ◊ Licensed, registered, approved or legally exempt 

group childcare  

• In-Person College Faculty and Instructors  

• Employees or Support Staff of Licensed, Registered, 

Group Childcare Settings, and providers

• Public Transit  

 ◊ Airline and airport employees 

 ◊ Passenger railroad employees 

 ◊ Subway and mass transit employees (i.e., MTA, 

LIRR, Metro North, NYC Transit, Upstate transit) 

 ◊ Ferry employees 

 ◊ Port Authority employees 

 ◊ Public bus employees 

• Public Facing Grocery Store Workers  

• Individuals living or working in homeless shelters.  

Those not currently eligible will be added as federal 

allocations of vaccine increase. If you are uncertain 

about your eligibility for vaccine, you can use New York 

State’s “Am I Eligible?” tool to determine your eligibility:

https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/ 
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Scheduling an Appointment 
To schedule an appointment, individuals should first use the “Am 

I Eligible?” tool to confirm their eligibility (https://am-i-eligible.

covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/ ). They can then schedule a vaccination 

appointment online or by calling the New York State Vaccination 

Hotline at 833-NYS-4-VAX (833-697-4829). All individuals receiving 

the vaccine must complete the New York State COVID-19 Vaccine 

Form and attest that they are eligible to be vaccinated. For information 

about LHD-organized POD sites, visit your county of residence’s health 

department website, listed here: www.nysacho.org/directory.

Note that protection from the vaccine is not immediate. The currently 

approved vaccine products both require a 2-dose series, and one is not considered fully vaccinated until 1-2 weeks 

following the second dose. Following their first appointment, individuals will receive an email with instructions for 

scheduling a follow-up visit to receive the second dose. Vaccinated persons should continue to follow all current 

guidance on social distancing, mask wearing and hand-washing to protect themselves and others.  

The Local Health Department Role 
Local health departments bring unparalleled expertise to 

the table during vaccine administration, but it will take 

a collective effort from the partnerships in the health 

landscape and all hands working collaboratively to vaccinate 

New Yorkers. The county role in vaccine distribution is to 

inform the public of details on vaccine safety and efficacy 

and to administer vaccines safely to eligible populations 

in their communities. Their capacity is contingent on the 

number of vaccine doses their LHD receives. Each week, 

LHDs “pre-book” or request the number of doses they 

have the capacity to administer via the NYS Immunization 

Information System (NYSIIS). The NYS Department of Health 

(NYSDOH) will determine the allocation they receive based on the amount of vaccine they expect from the federal 

government, population, need of the jurisdiction and the needs of other providers in the state system. 

LHDs are currently serving anyone who is eligible for vaccination, but have been asked by the state to focus on 

public employees. Many LHDs are prioritizing the essential worker population (e.g. police, fire, teachers, public 

transit), but it is important to note that, at this time, availability of vaccine is no where near it needs to be in order to 

accommodate these groups so patience is critical. Public employees may also work with LHDs and NYSDOH to set 

up their own vaccination sites using doses allocated. 

During this time, LHDs also continue to be responsible for education and outreach, testing, contact tracing, 

quarantine and isolation, disease surveillance, and other core public health services, including emergency 

preparedness and response, community health assessment, and environmental health.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  For more information, visit covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov. 
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